
 

Journalism Contest 
Official Rules 

 
1. All contestants must be affiliated with a participating Stanislaus County Mock Trial team and 

enrolled at the team’s school.  Each team may send a maximum of three courtroom 
journalist.  The journalist winner will have the opportunity to advance to state at their own 
expense. 

 
2. All participants must sign a code of ethics promising to work independently on the contest 

entry. 
 

3. All participants must sign a release form authorizing the publication or reprinting of their 
Journalism Contest submissions for educational purposes.  No financial compensation will be 
awarded. 

 
4. Contestants may only watch and report on their team’s trials. 

 
5. All contestants must write their articles based on their team’s Round 1 trial. 

 
6. Typed submissions only.  Must be a 12 point Times New Roman font, with one-inch margins, 

double-spaced, and a page limit of two pages.  Any articles over two pages will not be read.   
 

7. Submitted articles should be in the voice of a reporter covering a criminal trial.  
 

8. When attending Round 1 of the Stanislaus County Mock Trial Competition, all contestants 
must wear a “Press Badge,” as provided by Mock Trial Staff at check-in. 

 
9. During the trials, all contestants must sit in the audience away from witnesses. 

 
10. Please introduce yourself to the scorers (they will be sitting in the jury box) and the presider 

(she/he will be sitting on the bench). 
 

11. Once you are seated, you MAY NOT HAVE ANY CONTACT WITH ANYONE FROM YOUR 
SCHOOL (parents, teachers, or fellow students).  You must draft your article completely 
independently.  
 

12.  All entries must be completed and received by Monday, February 6, 2023, 5:00 PM. Articles 
must be emailed to cgoulart@stancoe.org 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Courtroom Journalist Contest Criteria 
 

Each courtroom journalist entry will be judge based on the following criteria:  
 
Newsworthy Facts: Does the article feature the most newsworthy facts that occurred during the trial 
on which they were reporting?  
 
Fair and Accurate: Present a fair and accurate account of events without any apparent editorial slant?  
 
Enticing Lead Paragraph with Basic Elements of the Case: Develop an enticing lead paragraph with the 
necessary and basic elements of the case? (Who, what, where, when, why, and how.)  
 
Story Structure: Properly structure the story with the most important elements early in the article 
(inverted pyramid)?  
 
Legal Procedures and Judicial Process: Demonstrate sufficient understanding of legal procedures and 
the judicial process?  
 
Vivid Reporting: Make the report vivid by using direct quotes from testimony or descriptions of the 
courtroom scene, participants, or their behavior?  
 
Pretrial Motion: Include appropriate coverage of the pretrial motion? Mechanics: Use correct spelling, 
grammar, and punctuation?  
 
Headline: Have an accurate headline that does not editorialize?  
 
Dateline: Have the proper dateline?  
 
Wholistic Assessment: Review the article in its entirety. Also, review for its overall accurate and 
storytelling. 
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